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BALTIMORE, JANUARY 10, 1834. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
VIRGINIA. 


Norfolk, December 22, 1833. 
My: Editor,—Since I wrote you, our advance 
here, 


though very gradual, has nevertheless been 


such as to inspire our hopes for the future. We 
have not succeeded in a pecuniary way as we 
could have desired; but as effort is a considera- 
ble item in the account, we do hope for the bet- 
ter. Lately, we organized a promising society 
in Portsmouth, of ten members. Having rent- 
ed a spacious room in the Masons Hall, stated 
worship will be conducted there regularly. Be- 
ing under the care of this station, bro. Nash 
and myself serve them alternately: the brethren 
are much encouraged. Portsmouth is jnst op- 

site this place, on the south side of Eliza- 

th River, and contains a growing population 
of several thousand, so that, with due attention, 
ur church there can be well sustained. Nor is 
it probable that our cause in this place will ever 
languish, under judicious management. Nor- 
folk contains about 10,000 inhabitants; and,con- 
sidering it is a seaport town, favored with ex- 
tensive commercial and other advantages, and 
emigration to it almost daily; I can see no rea- 
son why we may not always have, if we will, a 
flourishing church here also. 

Our members here,male and female, are chief- 
ly aged persons; consequently, we are deprived 
of their very active services; those that they 
render, however, are highly appreciated. I can- 
not forbear noticing one of our female members 
particularly. Shes about 78 years old, and the 
mother of a large family, among whom is a 
prominent minister imour church, in Virginia. 
After the organization of our Female Aid So- 
ciety, at their first meeting, she attended, made 
and sold the first article; and ever since has con- 
tributed a variety of articles, made with mech 
taste, the work of her own hands! She does not 
how much she is devoled io Zion aad our 
principles, but gives demonstration of the fact it- 
self. Would that we had more of such members 
in our church every where! Nor is this all: she 
and her venerable husband, aged about 77 years, 
I believe, who is one of our class-leaders, are 
régular attendants at our sunrise prayer meetings. 
Mr. Editor,suppose you we should have to mourn 
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the abundance of this world’s goods, but from 
their economy, and the labour of their hands— 
will certainly, if they are faithful to their trust, 
yield in time a reward of joy and consolation 
flowing like a river into their souls, and finally, 
call forth the heaven-approving language of their 
Judge—‘'Come, ye blessed of my Father, inher- 
it the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world; for, inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me!’’ Yours, &c. 


L. F. Cossy. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
DELEGATES. 


“On motion, Resolved, That the rule on 
electing Delegates of Circuits, be so altered that 
the last Quarterly Conference in the year, elect 
by ballot, their delegates to the ensuing Annual 
Conference, provided that each class elect an 
Elector, to meet in the Quarterly Conference, 
who shall elect the Delegates to the Annual Con- 
ference.”’ | 

This resolution was passed by the Maryland 
Annual Conference last year, as a substitute for 
the old rule. Itis well to direct the attention 
of the circuits to the subject in good time. 

It will not be long beloes they will be called 
on to elect their Delegates, and they should be 
informed respecting the mode of lection! It 
will be readily perceived that there is some am- 
biguity in the rule. 

he writer of this believes the following to be 
the meaning of the rule, viz. that each class 
elect one of its members—one who is not a 
member of the quarterly meeting conference, as 
a delegate to go up to the quarterly conference, 
and the delegates thus chosen, in conjunction 
with the members of the quarterly conference, 
elect the delegate to the annual conference.— 
This is the view of the quarterly conference of 
Pipe Creek Circuit, and will probably be the 
opinion of all the Circuits. S. 

January 3, 1833. 


For the Methodist Protesiant. 


Mr. Editor,—<As the time is near at hand, I 
desire through the Protestant, to urge it upon 
the Delegates who have been, and who may yet 
be elected to the Virginia Annual Conference, 
the necessity, for various reasons, of their punc- 


over the apathy that frequently discovers itself|tual attendance. Perhaps we shall never hold 


in our church, if our younger members would 
follow such examples? Cerlainly not. 

The example of our female members, with 
scarcely an exception, and others also, consid- 
ering ail the circumstances connected with it, I 
am induced to say is worthy the days of the 
Master of the vineyard himself; and being par- 
ticularly the object of their care, (unworthily) I 
ean truly remark, being affected by the circum- 
stance, that alike with the “poor widow” whose 
“mite” awakened the refined sensibilities of the 
Saviour’s soul, the “gifis” which they have cast 
“into the Lord’s treasury”—coming not from 
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a more important Conference. Brethren should, 
in view of the responsibility which rests upon 
them, reflect maturely, and consider prayerfully 
upon the business which lies before us; that all 
our deliberations, being ordered and sanctioned 
by the Master of assemblies, shall promote the 
best interests of His kingdom. 

It is hoped that every unstationed minister, 
whose duty it shall be to attend the electoral 
college, will likewise be present: this, thé-pros- 
perity and the general weal of the ehurch re- 
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‘and 40 members) of the above 
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mence its session in rape on Thursday, 
the 2ith of February, 1834. The members of 
Conference are requested to ir on their arri- 
val in town, at the house of brother Richard 
S. Tilden, where they will meet with directions 
to their respective lodgings. Accommodation 
will be provided for ministering brethren of other 
conferences, who may favor us with their visit 
on that occasion. 


For the Methodist Protestant, 
GENERAL NOTICE! 


Members of the Methodist P. Church emi- 
from the Eastern Country, and settling 
in and about the City of Rochester, are in- 
formed that a society or class (of between 30 
ethodists, who 
have regular Sunday preaching, and the other 
ordinances and means of grace administered, 
and are now in a prosperous state. We give 
the above information on the account of several 
members coming and enquiring for such a 
church, and were informed there by the Episco- 

al Methodists, that there was no such church 
in the cityand after they had joined the E. M. 
Church, finding they were misinformed, they 
were under the necessity of withdrawing and 
coming home. STROWGER. 


Arunau Price, Snperintendent of Loraine 
Circuit, writes Dec. 2:—“At the commence- 


ment of my labors on this circuit in June last, . 


I found it in a Tow state, not having had any 
travelling preacher for some time, but 24 mem- 
bers and three regular preaching places. . But 
thanks to him who does not despise the day of 
small things, we have since been slowly going 
up. We now have sixteén appointments, four 
societies, and 50 members. 


_D. Hows, Sup. of Sandusky Circuit, writes 
Dec. 3:—'I reached my appointment the 16th 
day of Oct. and commenced my labor under 
much bodily infirmity, but through the blessing 
of a merciful providence I am regaining my 
health.—‘The best of all the Lord is with us,’ 
Our first quarterly meeting was held about five 
miles south of Lower Sandusky, commencing 
the 16th Nov. and continuing until Monda 
about 12 0’clock. Without doubt, it was one of 
the best meetings of the kind, I have enjoyed 
since I have been a citizen of this state. The 
work of the Lord commenced in the hearts of 
His people, at the very beginning of the: meet- 
ing, and continued to increase until the close. 
A goodly number were brought into submission 
to the Truth; who promise to be an honor to the 
cause—ten united with us on the occasion.— 
But the work did not stop here. No: itis 


A Superintendent. 


spreading all round the Circuit. Our brethren 
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4 Mr. Editor,—I wish you to publish the follow- 
re ing notice: The sixth Virginia Annual Confer- 
ence of the Methodist P. Church, will com- } 
Extracts from the Methodist Correspondent. 
| 
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are getting fairly into the harness: and sinners 
are beginning to be stirred up to inquire what 
they must do to be saved. Since the quarterly 
taken about 20 into society,some 
from the old church, and some fiom the world. 
I have organized one class, and expect before 
long to organize several more. Our principles 
must succeed, if faithfully sustained.” 


Superintendent Cin, Station, 


Nov.—*I ain very much pleased with the pre- 


- gent state of things in our church in this place. 
- There exists, in general, a pleasant harmony of 


feeling, . 1 am of opinion, of very few churches 
may it be said with greater propriety, that they 
‘walk in the fear of God and the comforts of the 


‘Holy Ghost.’ In our prayer and class meetings 


generally, much of the divine presence is real- 
ized. The influence our late annual conference 
has had on the church, here, is of the most sal- 
utary kind. Its dignified and energeiic course, 
jn the transaction of its business, has increased 
the confidence, and encouraged the efforts of 
our friends.”” “I am now satisfied that every 


kenportast principle, desired by any consistent 
‘Yeformer, is secured in our system of govern-| 


ment. Only let us have some points a little 
more explicit, and let its officers do their duty, 
and it surely cannot fail in securing Mutual 
Rights to all.” 


Grorce W. Brown, Superintendent of Alton 
Circuit, writes from Lebanon, Ill. Nov. 29:— 
“Our prospects are flattering. I have had many 
Spvitations to at new places since my ar- 
rival hete. The people generally manifest a 
great desire to be made acquainted with our 

rinciples, and there is no doubt but that a num- 
ber of our preachers could be profitably em- 
ployed in different parts of this state. Our con- 
gregations are large and attentive, at most of 
the appointments, the people listen with atten- 
tion.—O may the great head of the church make 
this wilderness to blossom as the rose. , 

“The congregation on Sunday and Sunday 
night was the largest, it is said, that ever assem- 
bled in that place. The members on this cir- 
cuit anticipate good times, the present year.— 
Brother Ross is well: pleased with his appoint- 
ment. Misssissippi quarterly meeting was held 
at Edward’s, the Spturday and,Sunday following 
the Illinois. Bro. Ross and myself were pre- 
sent, We had a very fine meeting—believers 


rejoiced, while sinners were made to feel sorrow 


for sin. Some distinguished themselves by com- 
ing forward to the altar and requesting the peo- 
ple of God to pray for them. The members of 
this circuit are also anticipating an enlargement 
of their borders this conference year.” 


J. W. Porter, assistant preacher on Ohio 
Circdit, writes from’ Washington, Pa. Dec. 15: 
“Oar‘eause in general is very. popular ir this 
section—the circuit is in a prosperous condi- 
tion—we have received into church fellowship 
a number of respectable persons, and the pros- 
péct good for further accessions. I am 
pleased with my appointment, and hope to spend 
a ‘pleasant year amonig the friendly people.” 


» The following female character is ‘translated 
fromthe French. However highly colored the 
=n it is not without a living 

pai. 

« *Mtiia her happiness to be ignorant of all that 
the world: calls pleasure; her glory is to live in 
the duties of a wile and a mother; and she con- 
secrates Her days to the practice of social tit- 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


ly, she reigns over her husband by complaisance, 
over her children by mildness, over her domes- 
tics by goodness. Her house is the residence 
of religious sentiments, of filial piety, of conju- 
gal love, of maternal tenderness, of order, peace, 
sweet sleep, and good health. Economical and 
studious, she prevents want and dissipates the 
evil passions; the indigent who present them- 
selves at her door are never repulsed; the licen- 


of reserve and dignity that makes her respect- 
ed; of indulgence and firmness, that make her 
esteemed. She diffuses around her a mild 
warmth, a pure light, that vivify and illume all 
that encircle her.” 3 

Happy the man who possesses such a wife 
and can justly appreciate her worth; happy the 
children who are nutured by her care and mo- 
delled by her council; happy the domestics who 
await her commands and enjoy her benevolence; 
and happy the society which holds in its bosom 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTIONS OF “‘OBSERVER.” 


All readers have cause to be pleased with the 
candid manner in which these questions are 
stated; and an apology is due to their author, 
that they have been so long neglected. The 
apology here is, that a large amount of business 
an earlier attention to them impracti- 
cable. | 

Ist Question ‘‘Can power be safely placed in 
the hands of une man?’ The author means the 
whole amount of ruling power; and the answer 
must be given in the negative. The advocates 
for simplicity in human governments, ought to 
answer in the affirmative; for what plan can be 
more simple, than for one man to tell what is to 
be done, and for all others to do as he bids them? 
If men were pure as angels, this process might 
be safe; but human corruption makes it neces- 
sary for government to be complex, and for 
power to be distributed through several orders 
of society, that they may be a mutual check upon 

@nd Question, Can power be placed in the 
hands of a Legislature composed of but one 
branch, without endangering the liberties of the 
community over which it is placed?” , 

This question, for the reason just given, must 
also be answered in the negative, unless there 
be other powers in the government, which can 
give a sufficient check to the Legislature. This 
requires some explanation; and let its conse- 
quences be noticed with candour. ch 
If power cannot be safely placed in the hands 
of a legislature composed of but one branch, 
then it 1s clear that a simple democracy 1s de- 
structive of the best interests of mankind. For 
ifthe whole body of the people constitute a Le- 
gislature, this will be one branch only. ‘The 
moment you form a plan to provide for a second 
branch of the Legislature, you depart from a 
simple democracy. You commence a complex 
system of operations, which takes for granted 
that human ‘nature is so corrupt, as’ to require 
‘that one order of the community should be au- 
‘thorised to watch and to correct another order. 
But if this be a true view of the matter, what 
shall we say of that scheme of politics which 
would level all the prudential regulations of so- 
ciety, and would have every thing done by one 


jpopular assembly? 


tues. Occupigd im the government of her fami- | 


tious avoid her presence. She has a character) 


a being worthy of a better world.—N. FY. Mess. | 


3d Question, ‘Are ecclesiastical bodies better 
calculated to promote liberty, than the Legisla- 
ture of a State composed of a single branch, 
would be to promote the civil liberties of the 
community?’ Notatall. Priests, as an inde- 
pendent Legislature, are no better, and no 
worse, than a simple Legislature of the people. 
Both priests and lay men need watching; and 
ought to have something to check them in their 
operations. 


But if a constitution shall sufficiently restrict 
the Legislature, and if that constitution shall be 
held by the people, independently of the law- 
making body, it might perhaps be made appear 
that the liberties of the community would be no 
more endangered in this way, than by a Legis- 
lature of two or three branches. The greai mat- 
ter is to gward the liberties of the community, 
by one power restraining the operations of an- 
other; the particular form of doing which, is not 
essential, provided it be truly and effectually 
done. 

4th Question, ‘‘Does a lay representation in 
our church constitute a sufficient check on the 
ministerial part to preserve the proper equilib- 


‘lrium in the Legislature? Is it in fact, a real 


check? Is it not more the name than the influ- 
ence that now operates? Will not a few years 
wear out both the name and the influence?” 
This seems to imply that ‘‘a lay representation” 
is the only ‘‘check” upon the ministry in the 
Methodist Protestant Church. But it is far 
otherwise. The constitution is a check; and 
the laity, too, have a joint authority, in all ezee- 
ulive and judiciary operations. If the General 
Conference had authority to legislate in an in- 
dependent manner, without any constitution, 
there might be cause for apprehension, on the 
part of the laity; but as matters now stand, there 
appears to be no reason for it whatever. It is 
impossible, for the ministry to take away the li- 


berties of he people, without an open and tho- 
rough tion of the government. 


“Fifthly. Is not a Legislature composed of 
one branch without an executive, separate and 
distinct, rather an anomaly, and inadequate to 
carry On its own operations without many and 
great dangey?’’ This seems to suppose that 
“an executive’ must necessarily be ‘separate 
and distinct” from ‘‘a Legislature.” But it is 
probable no .such can be found 
upon earth. The King of England, and the 
President of the United States, far from being 
“separate and distinct from the Legislature,’’ 
actually have a vefo upon all its decisions; so 
that no bill can become a Jaw, without the ap- 
probation of the executive, unless two-thirds of 
the Legislature concur in its enactment, This 
connects the executive and legislative powers 
together; and it may be justly doubted whether 
any different plan would prove to be beneficial, 
Men would not feel a sufficient interest in exe- 
cuting laws, enacted by a body entirely separate 
fromthem. | $78) 

“Sixthly. Are not three distinct branches in 
the Legislature as absolutely requisite to pre- 
serve for any considerable time the liberties of 
the church of Christ, as are three branches in the 
civil government?’ ‘That ‘‘three branches’ are 
“absolutely requisite’in any government, may 
be justly doubted. The great thing to be ac» 
complished, is to give one part of a community 
power to limit and control another; and if the 
constitution of a government be held by a power 
separate from the Legislature, it might be 86 
formed as to secure the common welfare, without 


necessarily dividing the Legislature, into. three 
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branches. Our civil government is as perfect 
in this respect, perhaps, as any that can be fram-, 
ed by the wisdom of man; but we are not to 
suppose it is the only possible form which can 
secure the common welfare. One thing is cer- 
tain, that it differs very widely from a simple 
democracy. The executive branch are chosen 
by the whole people in their national capacity; 
the House of Representatives, by the people of 
the several States; the Senate, by the State Le- 
gislatures; while the Judges hold their offices 
for life, and are neither elected nor dismissed 
from authority, by the voice of the people. Whe- 
ther this be the best form, within the bounds of 
possibility, it were presumptuous for us to de- 
cide. 

“§eventhly. If our government is destined 
to remain composed of ministers and lay men, 
forming but one body, where is the danger so 
great and appalling that will arise out of the call 
by three Jay men for a separate vote?” Who 
has ever said, or how is it known, that a call for 
a separate vote will be made by ‘three lay men?” 
Perhaps ministers will be the first to secare to 
themselves this honor. Fhe danger, however, 
is threefold: first, that three men should be found 
wise enough, in their own conceit, to embarrass 
the General Conference, and greatly to hinder 
the course of its business. Secondly, that the 
two orders should get into a spirit of retaliation 
in this matter, and spend the whole time of their 
session in doing nothing, or worse than noth- 
ing. Thirdly, and above all, there is danger 
that this thing should eventuate in the destruc- 
tion of confidence, on which the welfare of the 
whole church so manifestly depends. This pro- 
vision of the constitution, “for a separate vote,” 
was intended as a strong remedy, in case of a 
threatening disease, either in the ministerial or 
lay department of the church; but to resort to 
it on’ slight occasions would be extremely im- 
prudent; because it would immediately excite 
suspicions that either the ministry or the lay 
membership are viewed as a corrupt body of 
men. That they are both liable to become so, 
and the one order as much as the other, is not 
to be doubted; therefore their powers, respect- 
ively, ought to be duly guarded. This is done 
in the constitution, which limits the General 
Conference at all points, and secures to the mi- 
nistry and lay membership a joint authority in 
all executive and judiciary operations, with only 
one exception, and that entirely in favor of the 
laity. And, as last resort, where other reme- 
dies appear likely\to fail, a separate vote is al- 
lowed in the General Conference. Whether it 
would be an improvement, for each order to con- 
stitute a separate branch of the Legislature, is a 
problem of difficult solution; but it would be less 
dangerous, in my opinion, than the practice of 
frequently dividing the one body, in its vote, for 
light or trivial causes. 

“Kighthly. If there be something so awful 
in calling a separate vote of the laymen, (why 
not say a separate vote of the ministry?) would 
it not be prudent to change the constitution, 
destroying the distinction, and let tnen be elect- 
ed on their merit and worth, without regard to 
the ministerial or lay characterr’ This might 
be prudent, provided we had authority to de- 
throne the Lord Jesus Christ from being Head 
of the church; but while His authority shall be 
acknowledged, a christian ministry will be per- 
petuated, even unto the end of the world. It 
seems to be taken for granted, that in a popular 
government men are always “elected on their 
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less persons.in the land sometimes: elected to: 
office? That the people always exalt individuals | 
to honor and authority, upon their ‘(merit and 
worth,’ is a pretension as groundiess, and as 
contrary to the truth, as was ever set up by any 
monarchy, or any priesthood whatever. This 
statement, however, will probably be offensive 
to, many; just as it would be offensive to his mas 
jesty on the throne of England, to be told that 
his appoini ments to office are not always regu- 
lated by a strict regard to the merit and worthi- : 
ness of his subjects. But it is possible the time 
may come, when it will be admitted, that pre- 
tensions without foundation are no better ina 
republic, than in an imperial monarchy. 


Our supreme directory, in church matters, is 
the New Testament of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; and as he has appointed two or- 
ders, the ministry and private membership, and 
these alone, it is a matter of serious doubt, whe-| 
ther ecclesiastical power be competent to ap- 
point a distinct order in the church, with the 
view of having three branches in the Legislature. 
It has never yet been demonstrated, that three 
branches are essential to liberty, either in church 
or State. We approve and admire the wisdom 
of our civil institutions; but we are not prepar- 
ed to allow that they present the only possible 
form of government, which consists with civil 
liberty, so that heaven and earth must necessa- 
rily view them, as the end of all perfection. 


In conclusion, let it be observed that religious 
liberty is the blessing for which I plead. The 
even balance of power between the ministry and 
lay membership, so that neither can act inde- 
pendently of the other, is the basis on which it 
rests. If this balance be not even, as our go- 
vernment now stands, let us make it so, with 
impartiality and brotherly love; for surely these 
rights are mutual, and on them the ultimate 
health of our community depends. This is pre- 
cisely the ground which I occupy; and if it be 
not tenable, let this be shown by dispassionate 
reasoning, or clear scriptural authority. I am 
aware that several pens are beginning to sharp- 
en against me; and those brethren, whoever 
they may be, have an equal right to a candid 
hearing. One comfort is, if I have missed my 
way, and can have the right course pointed out, 
it is possible yet to find the truth as it is in Je- 
sus. But Jet the discussion be fair and manly. 
Whenever an antagonist aims to make his at- 
tack personal, it is because he feels the weak- 
ness of the ground on which he stands, and is 
afraid ingeniously to meet the argument. He 
hopes by impeaching the character of his oppo- 
nent, to divert the attention of the public from 
the evidence which he is conscious can only be 
overcome by being just out of sight. If popu- 
larity were a blessing more valuable than éruth, 
I ought to change my course entirely, and to 

ter human narure, in order to secure its ap- 
plause; but the advantage thus obtained, has 
never yet been found to be worth the sacrifice. 
The ecclesiastical principles I advocate, as it 
appears to me, must stand or fall with the New 
Potsment and as to any statements I have 
made in reference to civil liberty, let them be 
compared with the Constitution: of the United, 
States; and if they will not stand this test, I 
promise publicly to take them back. If any 
man, has found a kind of American liberty, not 
contained in the American Constitution, it is a 
secret with which I am utterly unacquainred; and 
if he can trample me as mire, for not, going out 
of the record, to spout along with him for a 


merit and worth;” but are not the most worth- 
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of the Revolution, and thé Wuthots of our Civil, 
institutions Knew nothing, lethim do his utter-, 
most. If he can put me down, by Rahim ap- 
peal to popular feeling, let him have is triump! 
hour; but let him well consider tie words. 
of the prophet Micah; “Rejoice not against me 
oh mine enemy: when [ fall, 1 Shall arise; ‘when 
I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto 
me.”” Micah, 7.8. A very few yeirs have pass-: 
ed away since Tf was charged with treating the 
ministry ‘‘with ineffable contempt;” and now, it 
seems, the chatge of high treason is to be fasten 
ed upon me, for speaking evil of the people. . 
The offence, in both instances, has been pre~ 
cisely the same, namely: a refusal on my part. 
to own that either order is so completely above 
all liability ‘to'become corrupt, that there is a , 
need of any provisions of government to guard’ 
against its abuse of power. Such'claims can be. 
sustained in behalf of the people, any more than. 
on the part of the priesthood, let us hear the ar- 
guments by which this great matter is to he ac-. 
complished. BarTIMEUs. 


For the Methodist Protestant. : 


A SHORT METHOD OF TERMINATING THE CONTRO*) 
VERSY. 
Mr. Editer;—Your number furnishes an’ 
article from a brother “K.” of Georgia. This’ 
brother appears to labor under several mistakes, 
which we will briefly specify, and then propose’ 
a short method of terminating the controversy. 
First, He seems to think that all the late cla-’ 
mor about power has been raised by the minis- 
try, while the lay brethren wish our discipline’ 
to continue unaltered; whereas your paper will’ 
show several valuable articles from a candid lay 
brother, containing unanswerable proofs that our’ 
system greatly needs ‘‘more well defined execu- 
tive power.’ | | 
Secondly. He appears to imagine, that no’ 
writer has been calling for more power to be 
given to the private members of the church;' 
whereas the warmest piece which has been pnb- 
lished in your Journal, was a remonstrance’ 
against Superintendents “filling the pulpits, or 
having them filled,’ and insisting that this 
thority should be given to the laity. 
Thirdly. He seems unwilling to admit that 
the love of power is common through ‘poor hue ' 
man nature,’’ and 1s inclined to view this disease | 
as being confined to the “priests,” and the ‘‘ru- 
lers,” while ‘the sovereign people” are to be’ 
regarded as being spotiess and undefiled. But 
the Bible fastens down this charge upon all 
mankind, and that 'too, in Janguage more ener- 
getic than any which has been used by Bartime- 
us. Priests and rulers have all been taken from 
the common ranks of society, and if the fountain 
be pure, how is it that the sfreams are so very 
corrupt? 
Fourthly. The paper of brother ‘K.” seems 
to imply that Bartimeus is rot a good republican, © 
or at least, that he is not a genuine democrat. 
The answer to this is easy: he is thoroughly ih. 
favor of all the republicanism contained in the ° 
Constitution of the United States; but if the 
term, ‘‘democratic party,” signifies a party op- © 
posed to the American Constitution, and wish- - 
ing to substitute a simple democracy in the place — 
of it, he is not one of that fraternity. a 
Fifthly. This brother appears confident that: 
civil order was never overturned, and liberty ‘’ 
never destroyed, by the great body of the peo- 
ple; but reflecting persons cannot believe this, | 


kind of popular democracy of which the patriots | 


so long as the French Revolution’ ‘shall be re- 
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Sixthly.. “K.” confidently represents tha | ys all to be sufficient! from a selfish ambi- | * speck—knows not how he concluded: Bro, 
there has been a great clamor of os ministers | tion, and to have an Se amount of candor | Nash followed: the assembly seemed to liqui- 
to destroy “gospel equality,’ and to draw. allland brotherly confidence, to agree to this most date in love—-many rejoiced—Bro. Harris, Su- 

er into their own hands.—that ‘‘your pages | clear and equitable principle:—that the ministry perintendent, embraced him—both wept—one 
ave been groaning number after nuinber,” and | gad lay membership shall have an exactly even ba- who had been highly sceptical embraced him— 
calling out, give us more power, more power! | ance of power between them, so that in no point the scene out of the pulpit accorded with that 
whereas the truth stands, on your pages in the} whatever shall one order be able to act within—now he saw that friendship was worth 
open face of day, that we have been constantly ently of the other. Whoever objects to this, has| ore than a name—and suggested the idea of 
P ading for an exact equality of between given up Mutvat Rights:—has departed from | Meeting on Monday—alb sanctioned t—Bro. 
the ministry and lay membership of the church. | the first principles of siete very vainly Harris called the Quarterly Conference—the 

Seventhly. He appears inclined to the Opi-| indeed does such a person lay claim to ‘gospel members convened except two—in the evening 
nion, that our ministers, and especially ‘‘Senex’’ equality,” toa freedom from an unholy and wn- they all parted in peace—nor did the young man 
are inspired with all this christian desire of authority. in form an ex- 

y a desire to secure personal authority to them- , eas ception. e ultimate result of the resolution, 
selves. And do think, Mr. Editor, that} eur Wir &c. has been published and need not be reiter- 
poor old brother ‘‘Senex,”’ who has no thought dependent se cathe cee etly the roek on which | ted: then without further detail he leaves the his- 
of exercising any official power on this side the} .¢ o, likely ny split; in which case the fond | '°'Y of the facts by which he is to sustain his 
grave, has been animated with feelings of per-| | ai ctions of our opponents will be fulfilled: | °28™ges against me, and rests his case for the 
sonal ambition? No, Sir; his tour to the ——, ~~ if we shall have christianity enough to har.| Present. Against this long list of evidence I 
regions, together with other means of observa-| +8. on the fair rinciple here proposed, all have nothing, only, that it is tedious and minute, 
tion, painfully convinced him that the cause of]. os cinations és ose who wish our down-| 224 this is all the obligation I should have had, 
reform was upon the point of being blasted, and}. 1) |. 1, disappointed; and the day is not dis- had he brought more equally strong and perti- 
that too by the deplorable anarchy of “‘the s0-| |. wien we at be one of the most flourish-| 2 such as, Paul’s having left his cloak at 
vereign people.” As to ‘‘Bartimeus,” had he|; | onurches in North America Troas. Now, Mr. Editor, I want the award of 
wanted power, he would not have written as he 8 f Da ounmnive yonr readers. Has bro. Hill sustained the eounts 
did while a member of the Methodist Episcopal i. ‘ |in his charge? Does my publication deny that 
Church; and were he now athirst for either do- 


he was present, and that he did preach and tra- 
minion or popularity, he would not write as he | _ For the Methodist Protestas& | ve] far into intellectual regions, or that his hear- 
does, in the Methodist Protestant Church. He| Dear Brother,—In the 47th No. of your pa-j ers were not happy, or even that the young man 
believes truth is so much more valuable than ei- per, you informed your readers that I was at| whol said washed his hands in innocency,could 
ther authority or lar applause, that he does| liberty to make a suitable reply to those parts| not enjoy a sdisline or social feast in the com- 
not intend to sell at for the one or the other.|of Bro. John F. Bellamy’s piece, which, relat-| pany of those who differed from him in some 
The talk is going on among old-side folks, unto 


ed to me; they will perceive also, that I have} minor matters. Your verdict will be given with- 
this day, that ‘‘Senex,’’ and “Timothy,” and| availed myself of that permit. I had hoped| out favor or affection, I trust and believe. Bro. 


“Bartimeus,” were all disappointed in their ex-|that | should not again be wantonly charged} Hill seems to be preparing for the worst by con- 
_ pectation of being made bishops, and this was| with a want of integrity: but I find in your 48th| soling himself that he belongs to the ‘Spartan 
the sole cause of their becoming reformers.| No. that one who professes to be ‘weary of} band in old Roanoke,” and had been happy, 
This stroke of policy, we are told, has done con-| contention,” who like a “‘pilgrim pants for rest’’ | though like Adam, he had now lost his paradise. 
siderable execution, because a people who are} and in quest of them has “well nigh retired from| Though the President could see nothing but 
constantly under the influence of such desires| polemics, and parties:’’ with the feelings of a} management, &c. the place is the very cradle 
themselves, seem incapable of conceiving how| patriot, in a calm retreat, xp Mg. Seite a away|of reform, &c. and it is hallowed by the dust of 
it is possible for anybody to be actuated by high-| some little scribbling which he thought calcu-| our dearest friends, who if they could admonish 


er principles.. And is there indeed a chance| lated to inflame parties, is nevertheless roused | us would say, let not strangers intermeddle with 
that old brother ‘“Senex’’ and myself will yet} up by.a mere merry mood of one Onesimus, to| your union—let death alone divide to unite you 
become bishops in the Methodist Protestant} turn aside from his holy pursuit—to plunge into 


forever. Ah! ves, and might they not add, Qh! 
Church? Without stopping to inquire into the| polemics in support of parties, and unlike a| never Jet a ‘‘Spartan” leave the field of battle 
extent of our prospects in this(matter, | hasten} patriot to charge a brother (who is innoeent) of] when his brethren are engaged in a holy war- 
to give the short method of terminating the con-| making a “highly inflammatory publication,” | fare, or protest in time of battle before enemies, 
troversy. ) , | and that he had fallen into a “labyrinth of er-| against the majority of the council of war,whose 
Let it be now settled in our minds, and car-|rors.’’ Now Mr. Editor, if you will indulge me | business it is to set the battle in array, and ap- 
ried into effect at the approaching General Con- | once more to enter my plea, I shall be able to| point to each soldier his post, and particularly 
ference, that in all departments of the church, | satisfy your readers, that 1 am “‘not guilty,’’ and} when that council is composed of Spartans, 
every item of executive power shall be equally|that 1 may not be tedious, permit me, to ask} rocked in the ‘‘cradle of Reform” in North Car- 
and exactly shared between the ministry and lay| them to read my publication carefully, once now| olina, and are acknowledged by a Spartan who 
membership of our connexion. If the ministry} and then brother Hill’s charges against it, and] writes in the 25th No. of Mutual Rights, for 
refuse, in any single article, let them be brand-j the proofs by which he attempts to sustain them. | 1833, over the signature of W. W. Hill; who 
ed as men of ambition, wishing to obtain priest-; This will appear, viz. that they are.inflammatory | ventures to say, after a more than usually exten- 
Jy dominion: if the lay membership refuse, then} and erroneous from the following ample history | ded acquaintance with our ‘Spartan band,”’ that 
Jet the conclusioa stand, and let it be published | of the Quarterly Conference, and the facts con-| the council referred to is not surpassed in in- 
‘from Dan to Bersheba, that the sovereign people | nected with it. Ist. ‘He was an eye witness.” | tegrity and intelligence by any selection of the 
are more athirst for the mastery, than the minis-{ 2nd. He will not be deterred, &c. dd. The fol-|same number in our fellowship. He further 
ters are, in the Methodist ProtestantChurch. {lowing members were present. 4th. Miles Nash| states, that the duties were novel and difficult, 
Now, Sir, let us know whether you are wil-| and himself honorary members. 5th. All pre-]owing to an unguarded resolution of his own, 
ling 10 come to the test. If the lay brethren) sent on Monday, except bro. 8. Whitaker and| which left them no discretion, &c. which creat- 
shall cling to power, with all the tenacity of an{ Miles Nash. 6th. The resolutions so obnox-|ed manifest embarrassment in making an ar- 
Eastern Monarch—if they shall refuse to share|ious to the President and Peter, all passed on| rangement which could harmonize such confer- 
it with the ministers, and insist upon holding it|Saturday. 7th. Bro. Nash and himself walked| ence membership with constitutional Itineracy; 
in their.owa hands, independently of them, and|in the yard. 8th. The resolutions with Mr. J.F.| and further, that the conference council have of 
callthe while continue to pour abuse upon the| Bellamy, a veteran and enlightened member.— right the sole discretion of selecting her func- 
‘ministry for a supposed intention to do that)9th. He had no hand in the resolutions. 10th.|tionaries, and that ours, asa free christian com- 
which they themselves are at the same time in| The business on Saturday closed with a resolu-| munity, mast and will select their functionaries; 
‘the-act of doiag, be assured that this matter is|tion which excited exquisite sensibilities, and 


and if | were a departed spirit, and could speak, 

mot.to be concealed in the secret chambers.| he was invited to preach, and consented: I1th.| I would-say to any that had lost their paradise, 
We. are not to be hooted out of common sense, |Some were not prepared to commune with the|to seek without delay, to regain it if possible by 
for fear.we shall lose the character of good re-| Superintendent, &c. 12th. No strife on Sun-| penitence and prayer—and let them never at- 
publicans. |day. 13th. He never felt more frosty, &c. 14th.} tempt again to injure us with impunity: for bro. 
Nothing in nature or ia grace is wanting; to | He proceeded in the usual way; was carried in-| Hill is bound as an honest man, who believes 


ibring us to:the mest perfect harmony, but for’ to intellectual regions. 15th. Each dwindled to] bis own statements, to make his acknowledge- 
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ments in a public way for th 
he has rashly fallen. 7 

But says bro. Hill, has the President the li- 
berty to tamper with suffrage in this way? is it any 
part of his business? Candid reader, please pay 
‘attention to this question and give the answer. 
‘The case is this: the famous Roanoke Quarter- 

‘ly Conference resolutions had been directed by 
- :that Conference to the Guilford brethren for their 
consideration and adoption, they arrived there 
about the time I did, as a matter of course and 
courtesy, the brethren were talking of them, 
they said they knew nothing of the ‘‘discontents 
and jealousies” of which the preamble spoke, 
-and that they were perfectly content under the 
arrangement complained of by the few Roanoke 
‘brethren, and that they would,prove this,by their 
‘votes at the next Annual Conference, by sus- 
‘taining our strmeracy as ¢t is now going on. 

I am not sure, nor do I say, that all the breth- 
ren made these identical remarks, but this is 
what I fairly wnderstood as the sentiment uni- 
versally prevalent among them. On this ground, 
and te this effect, I made my statement, which 
bro. Hill calls “extraordinary, inflammatory, and 
highly erroneous,” and says { have fallen intoa 
‘Jabyrinth of errors,’ and am “‘tampering with 
suffrage,’ and am out of my duty—atiempting 
to ‘forestall conference deliberations,” in a way 
that has made him distrust our system: and he 
is ready to say, away with the farce of a Con- 
ference, and “let the President be our oracle.” 
From this I beg to be exoused, fer I have seen 
an ex-president bring upon his head the censure 
-of thousands of his brethren, by an attempt of 
this sort, by a nullifying project. A President 
is presumed to have ears, I ask may he not hear? 
I have not said in my ‘inflammatory publica- 
tion” that I had nevercomplained, or that I was 
not favorable tothe Reanoke resolutions, but 
‘simply that not more than five had, and not 
more than ten were. Is a President out of his 
duty when he communicates to his brethren 
abroad, what are the temper and spirit of the 
majority of the brethren in his district, in rela- 
tion to resolutioas which have gone the rounds 
in areligious paper lest he should ‘‘tamper with 
suffrage?’ Or are some of the “Roanoke cra- 
dled Spartans” the only privileged men who 
may publish aot only what their “‘veterans”’ say, 
but actually enter up resoluuons which are be- 
lieved to be subversive of the very principles of 
our church polity, and alse send them round for 
adoption, manifestly to forestall the Conference. 


I can assure bro. Hill, that the Senior minis- 
ters of Guilford, are not pliant ensugh to be thus 
forestalled, and. that their cradle rocks unrivalled 
by any in Roanoke, having raised about three 
healthy quiet children to ¢heir one: and the 
nursing fathers and mothers need publish no 
other epistle, this is known and read by many. 
Bro. Hill says that the ‘‘President”’ says our last 
Conference passed an unconstitutional resolu- 
tion. It is true, and is but the echo of ninety-nine 
hundredths of our entire fellowship 1 believe, 
and could be easily demonstrated if he had not 
been the ‘‘mover.” I have now noticed most 
of the charges that bro. Hill has alleged against 
me, together with the ground oa which he en- 
deavors to sustain them. 

And now, Mr. Editor, upon review, what does 
he prove? and what can you possibly make it 
apply to the case in hand? For myself, { declare 
I cannot tell, unless we were at liberty to infer 
what possibly might have been meant to apply, 
viz. that the mover wasa‘‘veteran’” himself, be- 
ing at the time and place, and that the ‘‘cradle 


pious dead, and having preached at 11 0’clock 
with such altered feelings and good effect, that 
therefore all the acts of a quarterly conference 
about that time and place are unexceptionable, 
and the President must be wrong if he can find 
any thing beside an infallible ‘‘veteran mover,” 
intellectual preaching, and happy hearers, Bro. 
Hill calls imperiously on Onesimus and myself 
to make valid our statements, by evidence. If 
bro. Hill’s sort of evideace will do, I venture to 
say, we can attend to his call, no matter what 
we have said. I will give him a specimen: in 
Guilford Circuit, the “cradle of reform,’ those 
same Roanoke resolutions were discussed and 


| weighed by “veterans,” and condemned as a 


whule—Colonels, Attorneys at Law, and Doc- 
tors were present, whether they voted or not; I 
was there, and preached with good effect—hun- 
dreds shouted—scores and scores were conver- 
ted—sceptical gentlemen embraced me, &c. 
therefore all that was said or done about resolu- 
tions was right. me 


I know, Mr. Editor, that you, and many o 


your readers, will not receive this sort of rea- | 


soning as good currency; and I do not offer it 
to any but the unchartered ‘‘corporation”’ in 
this country, some of whose members have 
lately emitted it toa large amount. As to bro. 
Hill's insinuations about ‘‘party aspirants’ at 
home, and making an itinerant Pegasus the in- 
strumeat of promotion, I canuot descend to no- 
tice, unless there was something equal to the 
shadow of a shade to support them. Such in- 
sinuations fall too far below my ideas of the ele- 
vated standard of Christian charity: I must,how- 
ever, pay due respect to bro. Hill’s last request: 
‘‘Will the President please to state what new 
desigas he has detected in me since the conven- 
tion, respecting Itineracy?”’ I will certainly state 
some of them: from the time bro. Hill was made 


President of North Carolina, to the time of his 


resignation, he used vigilant efforts to induce 
young men to itinerate constantly, and succeed- 
ed ip several instances, and at all the confer- 
ences at which he presided, the superintendence 
was given to some of them, and never did | hear 
from him (as I recollect) a dissenting word to 
this arrangement, up to the time of our last An- 
nual Conference—there he introduced his fa- 
mous resolution, and endeavored to introduce a 
quite opposite arrangement, such as dividing 
whole circuits into stations, and appointing 
ministers who were not properly under the sta- 
tioning authority in charge of them, urging the 
propriety (almost exclusively) of Sabbath preach- 
ing, saying five or six times in his argument, 
‘six days shalt thou labor’’—meaning, as I be- 
lieve we all understood, in other avocations.— 
Speaking contemptously of saddle-bags, and 
travelling in a circuit or circle, like an apple- 
mill. Indeed, the feelings of some, nay all of 
our constantly ilinerating preachers, were woun- 
ded almost to death, as they told me. These 
are some of the new designs I have detected. 
If I have misstated bro. Hill’s conduct and man- 
agement, I am unconscious of having done so. 
Indeed, the last time I saw him, I observed that 
his course would destroy our itineracy—his re- 
ply was, ‘down with it.” 
That I took am opposite ground to bro. Hil! 
at the Convention, in regard to our aged minis- 
ters, | cannot admit—I voted for, and defended 
the present order, as it stands in our Constitu- 
tion, and so did he, and says in the 26th No. of 
your paper for 1833, that he there thought the 
rights of aged ministers sufficiently guarded,and 
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so did I; and so do I, without the interfe 
of his resolution at our Annual Conference. As 
to my arguments being called childish by a Bal- 
timore brother, I am content—I will try to mend. 
However, bro. Hill has not stated the mattér 
fairly, bat if he finds any pleasure in lowering 
me in the estimation of the public, as'a man of 
sense, he is welcome to it for me: I will try and 
deserve equal, if not superior happiness, by cor- 
ering the nakedness of my brethren, when I can 
conscientiously, and will take it as a hint hot to 
think of myself more highly than I ought. 

As the public have, now, both sides “of ‘the 
question, I cheerfully leave the matter with them, 
holding myself always ready to unite with them 
and him on the ground he has proposed, and 
if we should differ as to its location and boun- 
daries, we will leave to those who best under- 
stand the use of the compass to lessen it. In 
the meantime let us both remember this solemn 
truth, ‘“‘The Judge is at the door.” 

Harris, 

President N: C. Conference. 


| the Methodist Protestant. 
HOW TO HARMONIZE THE BODY.—NO, 3. 


Mr. Editor,—In my last, (vol, 3 page 349,) I 
noticed the importance of this object and shall 
now proceed to rematk coneerning the means 
of effecting i. The course proposed was a 


course of er—simultaneous, persevering, fer- 
vent prayer.* I can conceive of none other which 


would be effectual; that this would the expe- 
rience of many loudiy proclaims. I have ob- 
served, that unanimity of feeling and action in 
ecclesiastical bodies, where there has been di- 
versily of opinion, has most generally been the 
result of prayer to the Great. Head of the Charech, 
for His guidance and blessing: and'I have furth- 
er observed, that where prayer was unan 

resorted to, harmony invariably succeeded. 
could point out a number of examples in proof 
of this; but as f am now addressing a praying 
people, I deem it unnecessary. By prayer, the 
rising clouds of disunion and strife haye been 
dispersed,—-the atmosphere of the ehureh has 
become pure, and harmony and peace preserv- 
ed: and the preservation of harmony, unity and 
love is always of more importance than the suc- 
cess of the measures of any particular party,— 
Of far more consequence will it be to us than 
the gratifieation of any sectional or local ‘inter- 
ests. Let there be mutual coneessions in mat- 
ters of lesser moment, seeing that the great ob- 
ject contemplated by reform has been gained; — 
A lay representation and the equality of ministers; 
I do not desire all further discussions of eccle- 
siastical questions to be dispensed with, but I 
sincerely desire that the discussions may be 
conducted in a brotherly manner. Instead of 
dipping the controversial pen in the bitter wa- 
ters of Marah, let it rather steep in the milk of 
kindness, Use the sword of truth, but let it be 


tempered with love, while wielded with the arm 


of power. Brethren, pray overall you write and 
pray God to put a bridle on your tongues and 
pens., In short keep this always in view-—~How 
to harmonize the body. ate 
If oor ap General Conference (as I have 
no doubt) will adopt a course of prayer for God’s 
blessing on all they do, and endeavor to main- 
tain a brotherly spirit; though there are existing 
differences of opinion, from which our enemies 
predict our downfall, there remains not a doubt 


* See the first communication on this subject 
vel. 3, page 284. ™ 
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my, ming but the cloed shall vanish asthe} | | 
before the rising sun. ¥ in, will vacase: their seats in this 
Pour out your supplica- best interest of our church eye) we adopted: This bee Bel. 
vine the furtherance of the Gos-| sm com He silence. “But it seems I think, rather. disingenuously, would 
pel ishment; of ecclesiastical liberty to correct a state- he public believe originated with me, it 
the. body: And undoubted- | gyer the signatu No. of the Protestant, seem between himself and brother Hill 
night be prayer made, to God for you! my name Bellamy; wherein have been some concert of action 
members ef the Methodiat Pro- struction mig it be placed on it. this clause more emphatic, moved to ap- 
Now want your prayers?=} ave no disposition to test brother Bellamy’s to the report a resolution; ‘that every or- 
7 eswil han yous knees in secret—around octrine by his fandamental principles of gov- ained minister of the district who shall consent 
your social meetings—in | but shall content myself "to speak and to, receive fromthe stattonipg power of this body 
rae} aren worship, and there and there the pion: of things which I have seen and in which ane ORM of official labour, 1s thereby made 
shall be, that the Great|! 2cted.a part.” In the summary which I shall an. 10.8, sen 
the Church would sanction our repre- ayy one I think I shall shew that some of our and that we will practice upon the seinainle 
rethren have been guilty of strange tergiversa- herein embraced,” I think I hazard nothin ‘i 
| the assertion, that this counter-part of 


sentatives by his presence, and nize the | |. : 
body... to Yours, é&. j tions: at an early period of our last Conference ; 
.» Amicus Harmoniae, — brother Richard Davidson introduced a resolu. |e amy clause in the report, appended to it b 
bro. Hill, could not have passed the 


3 —- _|tion appointing a committee to enquire into the 
pec Th yeu Mf For the Methodist Protestant. | Past, probable, and future operation, of our con- but for the company it was in. It was append 
HOW TO HARMONIZE THE BODY.—No.4. | in the District of North because it had not strength to 
Mr. Editor,—A few remarks on the ina. This committee was composed of ush its way through the conference without j 
ili aye practica- | brother Davidson, bro. Cobb, bro. | Bro. Be t bit. 
dis of] committee was carried on principally by brother jected to the ould have ob- 
dissimularity of mea- Davidson and brother Bellamy; and, from this mittee, for this was precisely the 
porte of which our} debate, I certainly infered, that brother Bellamy ment under which bro. Spei pote arrange~ 
that this most desirable rmly persuaded | was opposed to brother Davidson's revolutionary | Petintendents had travelli 
Peg sp bam and will be ef-| project. It was contended by bro. Davidson, us.” Had the superintend ravelling among 
veut 0 ‘Lo I am with | that history informed us where two powers before, that the stationed ever been told 
seg end of the world,” is one | equally balanced, each would be contending for| all [their pastoral fu lene rh 
Did I think that}/the ascendency until one gained it. That in | had the right among That they 
should ex to see mvt war Q our camp, I} the composition of our Annual Conferences an to call upon the conference st a tn 
melt. should ng. but disorder and| undue preponderance of power was given to of the purse: ‘They were eward for a part 
brother against wl a age to hear the clash of|the Itineracy. That the Itineracy would con- of all authority, but cut off fro only to be shorn 
Gamaliel’s r; that, according tinue to grow and increase, whilst the stationed | SUPPOF '09; was this the means of a 
to nought. ole system would | ministry* would either decrease ot remain sta-| ever before agitated? Hi . of pow- 
as Wesley said in | tonary: It was also contended by bro. Hill, in defining the powers of the 
with us:’’ and if God be all is, God is} conference, that now was the time to fix this| late on Saturday nd 
against us? It has alw hm us, who can be] business, to brush the cob webs and flies from liinerants. J know this i Repesiown sg: blen 
Po Se Ree ae pa ays been a matter of thank-|the wheel that all might run smooth and eas Sunday evening I had an dat correct, for un 
elisa the presence or party can monop-jorin time, the stationed ministry would them, found them all in tears 
heh Jehovah, tho’|these novice Itinerants, booted and spured termined to abandon the they had de- 
are we:'—"' The tem stead = = of the Lord fluttering upon their backs; and many such ex.| tually demanded of the Bessidoos en mae ac- 
the Lord then in our midst? Is H are we.’ Is| pressions, calculated to rouse into action every of trausfer, and but for assurances of a Sete 
. apd bined Hee ? Is He our captain | Itinerant who had any feeling: I furesaw much sustained in North Caroli h err) being 
oor will have to chew | mischief in this business. I saw, that it | have abandoned the they would. either 
they confess hoo. the hath + ede with Balaam, sowing the seeds of discontent, and stations jotned some other conference field altogether, or 
,and I can- jealousy of rival powers destructive alike to} should be willing here | 
, Christ is withus—and the u ; - © Jequality of privilege, to joint authority and that| Mication, but as bro. Bell close this commu- 
will, ensure success, And shall means | concert of action so necessary in effecting a re-} ¥ith so much lauaibility it. might | speaks 
answer for themselves, and I know they will to | sio ; ess nights of fruitless discus- | notice: I presume my brother B 
v n, (which resulted -in the “nei my er B. who has more 
ike, wh wi ecean | two branches of our church, [ . on governments, it 
the means: shall their un- | pendance was felt and dee an for the last eight or ten 
ait Ma. ase promise of Christ of none|bours closed. The vote taken in rs r la- “et \ infer this from the circumstance of 
O- . ess shall fill their souls, but} was three to one, and rite ot mg urnished him myself with a co f 
the blessings of grace and truth shall d , and one neutral, viz: brother| Yates’ secret debates f i 
on the church ‘‘as the show escend | Cobb, bro. Paschal and myself believed nothin and as, I believe, I h fom our.cuy baak. store, 
grass.” Mr. Editor do upon the mown | further was necessary or proper for the Confer. tainin ‘wheth ave 
im. at the annua ake an exnidit 
of one in his ear, ‘‘The| proper place to make Made: in .the.sslence 
‘Cast ye the no man can work.’’| bro. Davidson made a counter report I 
teeth.!’. Such seem to, say-—Let the church siak, | port was drawn, bro. Bellamy observ-| ‘the constituti , Second paragraph we read 
if L.but swim, though at the same ti om : de ed, he would sign it if we would add the clause.| any pow ne never did; Dor never'can give, 
though atthe same time they. do| “We find, howerer, that atthe last annual eon. 
Ages,’ and they, poor souls, on ibe sand ference instead of assigning stations to some of} In a | | 
y | our ministers; their serv: | a letter to me dated 10th June last, 
and of the, Methodist Proves appointed under the : ‘Constitution is a rule of conduct, 
let us live more for God and his Church. Adieu found in our constitution and | and “ihe legislators, 
79,0 Yours, &c,. *By “the stationed mini | which is; bound to obey it. It i 
Amicus Harmoniae, . all the inistry” those brethren | edict or statute that cannot be hem an 
ho are not itinerant. them law; and:the highest moral 


801) 


» 
4 
, ‘ 
x 


ever devolved,on map, binds him to respect it 
both ia church and state.” 
Bro. Bellamy states that “Wm. Bellamy first 
bearded Despotism in the district and quarterly 
conferences of the Episcopal Methodists, and 
William W. Hill’s exertions, zeal and useful- 
ness, both at home and abroad, are known, felt 
and duly appreciated in our church.” But if 
this be conceded, does the Bro. intend by bring- 
ing forward this hallowed recollection, to insin- 
wate, that they have been the exclusive cham- 
ions and friends of Protestant Methodism in 
Carolina? Does he think, because they had 2 
hand in bringing Protestant Methodism into exis 
tence, therefore they have the right to destroy it 
whenever it does fot suit their views? Although 
they were pioneers in the cause of Protestant 
Methodism, one of them at lcast knows full 
well, that far in advance of their exertions, the 
encroachments of Episcopal Methodist power 
were the subject of animadversion by the people. 
Since I commenced writing, which has been 
done at intervals, snatched from pressing public 
duties, and that mostly of a{night when worn 
down with fatigue, I have seen and read with 
mingled sensations of pain and sorrow, our ex- 
president Hill’s last piece; and though I feel it 
a daty to make some remarks thereon, yet I 
confess I am almost appalled at the thought.— 
He who can with so much facility bring to his 
aid the venerable dead, as well as the illustrious 
living; and if need may require it, can even “‘call 
spirits from the vastly deep;”’ whose imagina- 
tion, fruitful in hopes and metaphors, can almost 
command the artillery of the skies, is a fearful 
competitor for any plan matter of fact man, un- 
accustomed to newspaper controversy. 


I will pass over his remarks in reply)to our 
President, believing as I did they were as ill- 
timed as uncalled for: The panegyrick he pays 
to Dr. Bellamy, although I believe they were in- 
tended for effect, [ am not disposed to contro- 
vert: I know him well—he was the companion 
of my boyhood—he is intelligent and extensive- 
dy read, but much as I may respect the virtues 
of his heart, or the attainments of his head, I 
am unwilling to concede, that all the usefulness 
or intelligence of the charch are united in him. 
Kut neither learning nor valor constitute any 
part of discretion. Both these brethren, with. 
all their attainments, have betrayed themselves 
into many absurdities. ‘The one has admitted 
as I understand, that the preamble and resolu- 
tion read on the Conference Sabbath, was, to 
say the least of it, ill-timed. There were breth- 
ren present amidst the powerful existing eX: 
citement, whose matured judgments, and cool 
collected minds, would have enabled them at 
once to have pointed ont and detected the rash- 
ness and impolicy of the act. The other, Jittle 
as he may now respect the opinions of the wri- 
ter of this article, knows the resolutions or sim- 
ilar ones were submitted to him, desiring his: 
views and opinions on, them, long before their 
adoption. They were given, I trast, in the 
spirit of frankness, friendship, and in the bonds 
of peace, using every argument in my power to 
dissuade him from it. } 

I had never despaired of an amicable adjust- 
ment of our Conference differences, until these 
quarterly conference resolutions were acted on 
and published. The brethren know full well,that 
a large and overwhelming majority of this confer- 
ence district, many of whom they may, reckon 
their. most devoted friends, are to their 
views. They had full time to feel public senti- 
ment, if they chose to retrace their steps.— 
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But no, that pride of opinion, so fatal to many, 
would admit of no compromise; there is to be 
bo reconciliation unless we embrace their dog- 
ma’s; and, spell-bound, follow in their wake, 
withersoever they may lead us. ~~ 


Bro. Hill begih’ “to distrust our representa-| 


tive government, least almost any plausible as- 
piring man should worm his way through our 
ellowship into our most pre-eminent places to 
our disgrace and confusion, and it is problemat- 
ical with him whether as a people we are suffi- 
ciently enlightened to guard against such insi- 
dious encroachments!’ Think of that. Popu- 
lar governments are very fit engines to. pull 
down despotism and abuse of power in the old 
church, but very unfit to correct innovations and 
usurpations of powerin the new. Fickleness 
of character, and a thirst for the glory of succes- 
sive revolutions, have ruined the fortunes, and 
blotted and defaced the escuicheon of some of 
the otherwise greatest generals of ancient or 
modern times. Bonaparte said io an,,Amer- 
ican, of our beloved Washington, that Ais name 
would be handed down to the remotest posteri- 
ty, and he embalmed in the hearts and affections 
of his countrymen, whilst his owa would be lost 
in revolutions. | 

Bro. Hill has informed us how he travelled 
from ‘‘a sentimental essay’ into: intellectual re- 
gions, in his pulpit labours, on the Sabbath af- 
ter the quarterly meéting conference; and has 


|taken some pains to leave an impression, that 


he was so hurried away with the celestial drape- 
ry which he had thrown around his audience,that 
he knew not how he concluded; but amidst all 
this eestacy and impassioned feeling, he did not 
forget to suggest the idea of a meeting‘of the 
quarterly conference again on Monday, ‘‘al- 
though, as an individual, he had no hand in the 


resolutions, nor did he stand pledged for their 


support!’ Leaving an impression that he was 
indifferent about their passage, when, if I have 


abroad; it i8 due 


th 


| to the ptblic now that 

should be informed, not only of the matter, ‘bat 

the manner of its rise, progress and termination. 
Grant. 


_ the Methodist Protestant. 
Mr..Editor,—In looking over ‘a late number 
of the Protestant, I was struck with a verbatim 
statement of a conversation which I had a few 
days before with a preacher. . Could this preach- 
er have written the article, thought I? Whether, 
of not, it is possible, and this supposition, far- 
nishes an occasion to speculate a little upon, the 
freedom the press. The conversation was 
free, that.is unreserved and unguarded. Now 
if we may talk so, why not. be printed 
W hat is a free press but the impressof free con- 
versation. I have noticed of Jate, that most. of 
your correspondents, say enough to disclose. an 
inclination to dictate how others shall write-— 
Is not this to be regretted. If men.are, to, be 
dictated to how they shall write, the same kind 
of brotherly vigilance will be extended to their 
conversation. Indeed I have been more than 
once Jed to suspect, that I have talked a little 
too free, about our own matters and things, I 
mean. Whatever evils may follow, or however 
piety may be grieved, at this sort of license, the 
greatest of all evils is the loss of the freedom. of 
the press and of speech. But to come back fo 
the point, the limiting of executive power. A 
superintendent of a circuit or station; among us 
is, a Bishop defacto, and hence his name, a 
synomny of bishop, overseer. His church, his 
station, or circuit, is his world, his all, and he is 
the only bishop, protempore Now if this;‘‘pag 
toral “yn gto (a favourite. phrase, with some,) 
consist of one class, or many, the leader, or 
leaders are chosen by the‘class, or classes. The 
superintendent, has no check upon the choice, 
nor the chosen, one leader; though the only one 
may oppose him, and the class may go with the 


been correctly informed, threats were made if| leader; one. or more may do the same where 


the resolutions were not passed, that drothers 
Hill and Bellamy, would quit the church! 

Those who have had the pleasure of hearing 
bro. Hill, know full well his ability to translate 
his hearer from earth to heaven, and by the 
charms of his oratory, to kindle celestial fires in 
the hearts of his hearers. I had heard of that 
address before, and must confess it was a new 
method to me of carrying a point where reason 
and argument ‘had failed. I presume it must 
have been an expiring effort, for he had just 
told us, that ‘‘some of us he knew felt ds if we 
were communing for the last time.” In this ef- 
fort, rumor says, not only pathetic appeals were 
made to the venerable dead, but to the seals of 
his ministry, (some of whom happened to have 
seats in the conference) calling them by name. 
“Save Cassius orl sink!” It is no wonder then, 
availing themselves of this propitious friend, the 
resolutions passed. But whoever heard before 
of advantage being taken of these tender sensi- 
bilities to pass resolutions defining the powers 
of the superintendent, and inviting and urging 
brethren to the discharge of high and important 
responsibilities conferred on them by the anntal 
conférence? and these resolutions must be pub- 
lished too, to advertise their folly. == | 

I have given this exposition, Mr. Editor, be- 
cause I do believe the best interests of our in- 


fant Zion require it. Of the rise and present} po 


progress of this controversy we are here already 
sufficiently well informed. Our brethren must 
have had some object in view by their newspaper 
speculations, ‘f presume it must be for effect 


there is more than one.. In factin every station 
or Circuit, there may be a minority if not a mar 
jority beyond the control of the superintendent, 
asa church, within a church, or government 
within a government,.and according to Amicus 
these classes are apt to be animated in a high 
degree with the?“ it du corps’ their leader 
is apt to be more dear to them than their preach- 
er. Be it so. Is this sectional or party feeling 
confined to those who understand and love our 
doctrine and. discipline .best:and most? | Will 
these leaders, and these classes undergo no 
change; but remain the very-ditto of those under 
the old regime? Posibly not. In the old charch 
class leaders have been displaced fot almost all 
sorts of offences short of expellable ones. There 
have been Universalist, and Unitarian and Swe- 
denborgian, and sanctification miracle works 
class leaders, all of whom have been displa 
not merely because they were so; but -because 
they had not their faith or their doubts:to thems 
selves before God. It is not long since one of 
the last named kind in one of ‘the-oldest socie- 
ties in the old church, if he had proceeded:in 
the same manner in any of our new societies, 
would have broken it - root and branch. Ob- 
serve the argument.is, the preacher may not be 
entrusted with power, for he’ may abuse it; is it 
then to be infered that the class leader«may have 
wer, for he will not abuse it? But the preach 
er is responsible to the whole society, and to 
the whole conference; the leader) only to the 
single class. A class ledder chosen bya class, 
and kept in by his elass is'quite different from 
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the class leaders in old Methodism. _ He bears| children, amounting to more than two hundred, SSS 


Col R Blount, Hebron, Georgia 

a much nearer relation to what used to be called “ry eee number of the clergy in theit gowns, ~ Sl Cocke, tiene New York 
ruling Elders in the Presbyterian churches, only| headed the procession. Her remains lie near ; nville, Alabama ‘ 
that they. were chosen by the whole churches.| the grave of Locke. WL Cherpell, North Carelins 
This office was the occasion of much contro. | | Rev Mississippi 
versy, and I believe of some separation in said BALTIMORE: /illiam Collier, Centreville, Maryland 
chircties, and for peace sake waived in some|—— — : 
‘instances. May it not admit of doubt whether; == $FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, 1833. B Dulany, Norrisville, Alabama, 

‘the history of churches furnishes a parallel to our —— 


Our readers will perceive that owing to the press Mr Henry Dorsey, Louisville, Kentucky 


plan of the small sections. of a: church chosing P Ensminger, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


, f original, we have not room for selected matter.— | Rev William B E Cincinnati 
‘Officers to be, and to. act independent of the pas- v Wilham Evans, Cincinnati, Ohio 
tor ofthe church; and a majority of the church. It] #0 different from former times! This augurs well Cor Mr Se ee Georgia 
‘must force itself upon the attention of all who} “* echurch. Our writers have ‘multiplied an Foster, Batavia, New York 
ean or will think, that in every circuit, and sta- dred per cent, and an increase of desire for the promo-| Rey Nathaniel Gage, Hinesburg, Vermont 
tion,“ minority of a single leader and his class | of the interests of our church is apparent to all. 


Daniel Gibbons, Tiffin, Ohio 
may set the preacher and the whole majority at} ©4F Agents will please remit for their subscribers as = = a Green, Alabama 
defiance, and yet all the while having the gena-| %0n’as possible, it being our wish to have the accounts W BElcin, Clear Creck, Tease 
ine’old hame,’may pass for genuine old Metho-| of this paper settled up as early as possible. ; ee 


James Ruckers, Murfreesboro, Tennessee 
-dists. Thus have we separated responsibility SCAN ye Messrs Henkle & Stacy, Springfield, Ohio 


from authority. In the old church class leaders The Book Agent returns his sincere thanks to those T & B Hunter, Enfield, North Carolina 
who did not believe in Methodist doctrines have | tethren who have taken an active interest in the circu- | Rev C H Hines, Franklin, Tennessee 

been’ known to remain in the church yard trying lation and sale of the publications issued, and hopes their } Ken 
to convince others while the pteacher was | °“orts will be renewedly put forth to dispose of all they ~ 


| G D Hamilton, Princess Anne, Maryland 
preaching. Can nothing of the kind ever hap- have on hand. Their future orders are hereby solicited. Charles Howard, Esq. St. Louis, Mississippi 
pen, because our leaders are all elected by the He would feel additionally indebted for remittances, his Mr Louis Houser, Vernon, Alabama 


classes? Bear it in mind, Mr. Editor, I am no | °"*racts being numerous and large. He hopes the re- Torch, 
high prerogative man, I have no divine right mittance list will soon be considerably augmented by 


Rev Dr J M Jennings, Northumberland, Virginia 
scruples,my conscience is not bound, I care very | their efforts. Mr Thomas Jacobs, Alexandria, DC 
little about the ipso facto choice ofleaders. But Nova Scotia, North America 
T do maintain it fearless of logical contradiction,| OOK DEPARTMENT. | 

posible abuse of their power by the leaders and ; 4 | J R Lowry, Rains Store, Georgia 
the classes. They may starve out, or drive away| Book Agent Methodist P. Church, Baltimore, Joseph D Lee, Mulberry, Alabama 


a preacher, though a minority. Allis well, that} Has just received, and offers for sale the followin Mr John Leavy, Havre-de-Grace, Maryland 
ends well, says the adage—but even, if the ship | works:— S William Lang, Georgetown, D C 


DrSM k, Tuscaloosa, Alaba 
makes a safe voyage with fine ‘weather and a| Splendid 12mo. Testaments, 25 | Rev Dr Willigm Morgas, Seaford, Delaware 
fine wind, it does not prove that she could have| Do © 4to Bibles 4.00 | James Meek, Esq. Selma, Alabama 
\ weathered a storm; wisdom guards against dan- Do . Methodist Protestant Hymns 1 50 | Rey J W Mann, Carrolton, do 
Do Pocket Bibles 3.00 |MrT McMiller, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 
ger, but does not —— it. 
Do Child’s Gem 75 | Rev A McGuire, Waynesville, Ohio 
. It is a hardship to be sure, that the innocent Do Prayer Books — 3 00 A Melvin, Newton, Maryland 
should suffer for the sake of those who may be | Christian Library, 12 vols. containing Baxter's Solomon Mason, Bridport, Vermont 
firm to offend; bat it is unavoidable. The sot Mr Miller, Utica, New York 
ro could never : : urch Members ev Thomas orris, Cambridge, Massachusetts 


) nar ers male Scripture Biography—Aids to Devo- Rev Thomas Pearson, New York City 
rogues. The*privileges of minority men, must} tion—Beauties of Collier, and Cecil’s Re- Mr P M Pearson, Washington, D. C. 
never be extended so far as to enable them} ™2!9s, | Rev A G Piercy, Rockland County, New York 
to govern the majority. How long it may be Library of Entertaining and Instructive Know- 


ledge in 16 vol we Mr Union Town, 
; ° n 16 vols. containing a great variety o Rev Dr P Price, Kensington oO 
before the evils of classes electing their OWN’ subjects, illustrated with numerous Engrav- ‘William Patterson, Obionville, Tennessee 
leaders may show itself, so as to convince all, I| ings, 16 00 L R Reese, Alexandria, D C . 
know not; but that the door is not locked, I am | Young Man’s Guide, a beautiful little work in Dr R Richards, Kingston, Tennessee 
very certain: we have class leaders for life, and) oreo on Poultry. Cows. Swine. and oth 100 | Rev R Richardson, Young's Town, Pennsylvania 
preachers by the year, and yet these life estate|” Hometic | Moses Scott, Mount Pleasant, Ohio 

men are quite jealous of the annuals, who by| The Modern Traveller, containing a popular FLB Shaver, Abingdon, Virginia 

the way may not whisper suspicion of them.| description, Geographical, Historical and Ty- Mr Jacob Squire, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 

All’ I mean is to shew the weak place in the prcrapbice’. of the varies countries of the Rev J F Speight, Enfield, North Carolina 
walls. | | ae Sunex. lobe, in 10 12mo. vols. plates, 10 00 | Mr Robert Spier, Trough Creek, Pennsylvania 
Bishop Sherlock's Works, in 5 vols. London J Smith and C Harding, Northumberland, Virginia 
C2. copy, | 10 00 | Rev E D Tarver, Clear Creek, Tennessee 

“""" “BURIAL OF MRS. HANNAH MORE. _ |The Excitement, containing remarkable ap- Mr James Tharp, Milton, Pennsylvania 
aT | pearances in Nature—signal preservations, Rev Isaac Webster, Frederick County, Maryland 
.. The remains of the late Mrs. Hannah More| 2nd such incidents as calculated for the Dr W W Wallace, Anne Arundle, Maryland 
were removed on the 13th from Windsor Ter-| James Williams, Civil Order, Tennessee 
|Malcom’s Dictionary of important names, ob- Charles Williamson, Macon, Georgia 

race, Clifton; and interred ia the family vault in} | jects and terms found in the Holy Scriptures, J G Wilson, Elkton, Maryland x 
Wrington church-yard. After all legacies are| ‘with plates, | 874 » Mary 


Livingston Walker, Physic Spring, Virginia 


paid, the residue of her estate goes to the Bris-| Campbell’s Lectures on Theology and Pulpit Mr Robert Wilson, Williamsport, Maryland 


tol lufirmary. She was the intimate friend of rat manny to "Fehe are fie Dialogues on Rev Aneunee Webster, Reisterstown, Maryland 
Mr. Wilberforce,and tike him, particularly wish-| by, Fetelon, 1 75 


Bickersteth on P on ea Wills, Williamsboro, North Carolina 
eth on Prayer, ~ : 
ed her funeral should be devoid of public para-| Treasury of Reowiaiee, and Libray Reference 3 50 Mr Olcott White, Zanesville, Ohio 


hernalia, but in its stead, suits of mourning to| Lady of the Manor, in 7 vols. 18mo. by Mrs. Books, in quantity, may be obtained of © 
le given to fifteen poor old men of her acquaint- Sherwood, 400 |Mr WL Chappell, Cincinnati, Obio 
‘ance. . In this respect her wish has been obeyed.| One third discount from the above prices will be Olcott’ White, 

On passing through Bristol all the bells of the | those who sell. | Eden Foster, Batavia, Sew 


ith & Cyrus Harding, North . 
churches tolled: at the entrance of her native eners 5 M Smith & Cyrus Harding umberland, ve 


v J R Lowry, Rains Store, Georgia. 
ish the-scene was imposing. About a mile The public generally are informed,that our Books can | Johan Hursh, Cambridge, Ohio 
ae Wrington all the gentlemen of the neigh- be obtained of the following brethren: 


Other names hereafter as orders are received. The 
borhood met the procession, and for the last half oad A. Allbright, Rock Creek, North Carolina. ? Book Agent, respectfully solicits future orders, from 
mile the road on either side was lined with rvil-|)_ D Armstead, Chas. City C. H. Virginia  |former punctual brethren, and hereby invites othet 

. Rev A G Brewer, Covington, G ly Confi rd 
lagers, chiefly in black, scarcely one without aj. aes, Soe brethren and Quarterly Conferences to order, forthwith, 
riband, At the entrance of the village, charity Di, — 


dress to which they desire their packages sept. 
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